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MEMORANDUM 

To: Board of Regents 
 
From: Board Office 
 
Subject: Proposal for a M.S. Program in Veterinary Diagnostic and Production Animal 

Medicine, ISU 
 
Date: April 8, 2002 
 

 
Recommended Action: 
 
 Refer Iowa State University�s proposal for a M.S. program in Veterinary 

Diagnostic and Production Animal Medicine to the Interinstitutional 
Committee on Educational Coordination (ICEC) and the Board Office for 
review and recommendation. 

 
Executive Summary: 
 
 Iowa State University is requesting approval of a new M.S. program in 

Veterinary Diagnostic and Production Animal Medicine within the College 
of Veterinary Medicine.  Production animal medicine is a top priority of the 
teaching, professional practice and research strategies of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine. 
 

Rationale Changes in veterinary medicine supporting animal agriculture have 
increased the need for post-graduate programs in diagnostic and 
production animal medicine (livestock production).  The proposed major 
provides for education and experience beyond the DVM degree with an 
emphasis on preventive and population approaches for enhancing animal 
well-being and productivity.  This program, if approved, will give graduate 
veterinarians the advanced medical/disease expertise and research 
training and experience that they need to better serve the food animal 
industry in the state and beyond. 
 

Not Duplicative Though there are a handful of similar graduate programs nationally, this 
program would be unique in the State of Iowa.  Iowa State University is 
able to offer a very integrated, campus-based, comprehensive, training 
experience due to the close integration of teaching and research with the 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory on its campus.  Iowa State University is 
the leader among universities in the United States with veterinarians 
entering production animal medicine. 
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Strategic Plan: 
 
 This effort is part of the institutional activities which help the Board of 

Regents achieve its objective to improve access to the Regent institutions 
as stated in its Strategic Plan: 
 

 KRA 2.0.0.0 Provide access to educational, research, and 
service opportunities within the missions of the 
Regent institutions. 

 
 Objective 2.2.2.0 Evaluate annually and, where appropriate, make 

recommendations to meet relevant educational and 
service needs of the state. 

 
Analysis: 
 
Costs The costs for the proposed program are estimated to be $189,000 for the 

first three years and will be funded by grants and reallocations. 
 

 
Refer to Board 
Office and ICEC 

 
It is recommended that the program proposal be referred to the ICEC and 
the Board Office for review and recommendation. 
 

 
Regent Program 
Review Questions 

 
Attached is a copy of the University�s responses to the Regent New 
Program Review Questions (pages 3-10). 
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